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However, if you are late with an assignment and you don’t have a strong reason that was 
discussed with me beforehand, your essay will have one grade level deducted for every 24-hour 
period beyond the deadline. In other words, if an assignment is due on November 15 at 10:30 
a.m. and it is handed in on November 15 at 5 p.m., the essay will have one grade level deducted 
from its mark. For example, an A- would turn into a B+, a B+ would turn into a B, and so on. 
Weekends will count the same as weekdays. I will usually ask for email submissions, so please 
follow my instructions, which will be explained in class, in a handout, and on Moodle. If 
submitting an assignment by email, you should check your email frequently to make sure that I 
have sent you a confirmation of receipt of your essay – that way, you’ll know that it’s been 
submitted officially.  

In return for you meeting the assignment deadlines, I will undertake to return all graded 
assignments within two weeks of receiving them. Any failure on my part to meet this marking 
deadline will result in the postponement of the next assignment deadline.

 

 

 

Deadlines and late penalties 	
Effective time management is one of the keys to success in 
university (and in other walks of life). To help you develop 
this skill, I ask that you work with a time management system 
of your own selection, such as a weekly agenda in either 
electronic or hard copy format. I also usually divide 
assignments into smaller chunks to help you make steady 
progress towards a goal. As a further incentive, I deduct 
points for late essays – my deductions are not overly punitive, 
and I exempt people from late penalties if they have a valid 
excuse for being late which they have discussed with me 
beforehand if at all possible. After all, things happen in life 
that we sometimes can’t control. And if you are requesting 
special consideration due to conflicts with deadlines or exams, 
make sure that you do so in advance of the deadline. 

Workload	
A full load of five university courses per 
term is equivalent to a full-time job. You 
should be aware that for every hour spent 
in class an average of two hours of 
preparation will be required outside of 
class on a sustained basis. See "Normal 
Course Load" in the University Calendar 
for a more complete explanation.	

Dido’s	Lament.		Mark	Morris,	1989.	

Sappho.	Mengin,	1877.	
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Course aims 
With	regular	attendance,	serious	completion	of	all	exercises	and	assignments,	and	taking	responsibility	
for	your	own	learning	based	on	given	feedback,	you	can	learn:	

§ about	influential	texts	from	Greek	and	Roman	antiquity	
§ how texts from the past remain vital in subsequent ages in various media 
§ how to express your ideas in new and creative ways	
§ how	to	construct	a	coherent	analysis	of	a	text	using	the	terminology	of	literary	analysis	
§ how	to	plan,	organize,	draft,	revise,	and	edit	an	essay	
§ how	to	evaluate,	synthesize,	and	document	sources	
§ how	to	give	and	take	constructive	feedback	
§ how	to	present	ideas	orally	in	a	small	group	and	work	efficiently	and	respectfully	in	collaboration	

with	others	

 

 

 

Workload calculations for a full-time student 

each	class	=	150	mins.	/	wk.			

x	5	classes	=	750	mins.	/	wk.		or	12.5	hrs.	/	wk.	in	class	

2	hours	average	prep	time	for	every	hour	in	class	–	

2	x	12.5	=	25	hrs.	prep	time	/	wk.	on	average	

	 so....	

12.5	hrs.	in	class	+	25	hrs.	average	prep	time	=	

37.5	hours	/	wk.	for	schoolwork	on	average	if	taking	5	courses	

	

	

Experiential or hands-on learning is 
integrated into all ENGL/WRIT 
courses, which include activities that 
are directly relevant to the type of work 
undertaken by English graduates in 
their later careers, such as oral and 
written communication, research, and 
collaborative work. For more ideas on 
available opportunities, check out the 
English Department webpage at 
msvu.ca/English, and click on 
“Experiential (hands-on) learning.” 

	

O	Brother,	Where	Art	Thou?	Dir.	E	&	J.	Coen,	2000.	

Daphne	&	Apollo.	Bernini,	1625.	
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Need help? Free resources for students 

Talk to me!  If you are struggling with course work for any reason, please come talk to me as 
soon as possible. I am also happy to discuss any ideas you are working on or explain anything 
that you do not understand that we have gone over in class. I can suggest ways to help you or 
refer you to other resources, such as the following: 

The English / History Writing Workshop.  Look for signs and listen for announcements of this 
free workshop run by upper-level students who can help you with your essay writing. 

The Writing Resource Centre. You can sign up for free individual sessions. The Centre is 
located in the Library, Room 205. 
http://www.msvu.ca/en/home/studentservices/academicadvisingsupport/writingcentre/ 
default.aspx 

The Learning Strategist, Elaine Johnston. The Mount’s Learning Strategist can help you with a 
free and confidential service that can guide you to becoming a successful student by showing 
you effective learning strategies and referring you to other services if necessary. Check out her 
webpage: 
http://www.msvu.ca/en/home/studentservices/officeofstudentexperience/learningstrategistservice
s/default.aspx 

Student Services. Discover the many additional Student Services available to you here:  
http://www.msvu.ca/en/home/studentservices/default.aspx.  These include counselling services 
for any personal or health problems; study skills sessions; career counselling; academic advising; 
student loan information; and more. 

 

Achilles	fighting	Hector.	Vase	c	490	BCE	
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Syllabus 
The following schedule is subject to change based on the needs and progress of the class. An 
updated schedule of readings and assignments will be maintained twice a week on the Moodle 
site in the weekly outline section and in the calendar. You should always check the Moodle site 
at least twice a week, preferably some time before each class, for the most up-to-date list of 
readings and assignments. You should always read the assigned texts before coming to class. 

This schedule lists the major works that we will be reading from Classical literature. Throughout 
the term we will also be looking at short poems, stories, and excerpts from longer works drawn 
from various periods of English literature. These readings will be provided in a handout or 
online. In addition, we will examine adaptations in painting, sculpture, and other art forms. 

January 4  Introduction to the course; timelines 
January 9  Sappho’s poetry 
January 11  Sappho and translation theory 
January 16  Translators of Sappho (handout) 
January 18  Sappho and legend (handout) 
January 23  Homer, Iliad.  I, III, VI.  
                                    Essay due 
January 25  Homer, Iliad.  IX, XVI, XVII    
February 1  Homer, Iliad.  XVIII, XIX, XX 
February 6  Homer, Iliad.  XXI, XXII 
February 8  Homer, Iliad.   XXIII, XXIV 
February 13  Homer, Odyssey. I - IV 
February 15  Homer, Odyssey. V - VIII 

February 19-23 Study Break 

February 27  Homer, Odyssey. IX - XII 
March 1  Homer, Odyssey. XIII-XVI 
March 6  Homer, Odyssey. XVII -XX 
March 8  Homer, Odyssey. XXI-XXIV 
March 13  Margaret Atwood, The Penelopiad	
March	15  Margaret Atwood, The Penelopiad	
March 20  Virgil, excerpts from Aeneid (handout) 	
March 22  Ovid, Metamorphoses.  
                                    Annotated bibliography due   
March 27  Ovid, Metamorphoses 
March 29  Ovid, Metamorphoses 
April 3  Ovid, Metamorphoses 
April 5  Adaptation project due for display / exam review 
	

	


