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Love, War, Myth:  
From Classical to Contemporary Arts 

Dr. Anna Smol     Office: Seton 510 
Winter 2018; half unit of credit   Email: anna.smol@msvu.ca 
Tuesday and Thursday 3:00 – 4:15 p.m.  Hours: Drop in on Tuesday or  
Classroom: Seton 532         Thursday 4:15 – 5:00 or make 
an             appointment for another 
time 

Course at a glance 
If	you	take	this	course,	you	will	read	Sappho’s	lyric	love	poetry,	Homer’s	epic	accounts	of	the	Trojan	
War,	and	Ovid’s	myths	while	examining	how	later	writers	and	artists	have	adapted	these	ancient	works	
in	examples	ranging	from	early	modern	poetry	to	contemporary	popular	culture. 

Read more… 
This course is a study of selected ancient Greek and Roman texts that have been influential in 
English literature. We will read the lyric love poetry of Sappho, Homer’s epic accounts of the 
Trojan War and its aftermath in The Iliad and Odyssey, selections from Virgil’s epic, and 
excerpts from the mythological poetry of Ovid. One aim of the course will be to understand these 
texts in their own literary and historical contexts, but we will also look at how later writers and 
other artists have used these ancient works, with examples drawn from early modern poetry to 
contemporary popular culture, including Margaret Atwood’s The Penelopiad. Key concepts for 
examination will include adaptation, influence, translation, parody, and appropriation. 
														
																																																	Image:	Metamorphoses:	the	play.	Mary	Zimmerman.	Arshtcenter.org,	2013. 
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Texts  
Our readings will include several versions of Sappho’s lyrics (in 
photocopies alongside the book ordered for the course), a good 
part of The Iliad, the whole of The Odyssey, a short excerpt from 
The Aeneid (online or in photocopies) and excerpts from 
Metamorphoses. Along with these texts from antiquity, we will 
also look at translations and adaptations in English literature, art, 
and film throughout the ages (mainly through online sources) and 
in Atwood’s play, The Penelopiad. 

--If not, Winter: Fragments of Sappho. Trans. Anne Carson.  
--Homer.  The Iliad.  Trans. Peter Green.  
--Homer's The Odyssey.  Trans. Richmond Lattimore.  
--Ovid.  Metamorphoses: A New Translation.  Trans. 
Charles Martin.  
 --Margaret Atwood. The Penelopiad.   
 --A print or digital time management system (e.g. agenda 
or calendar) 

Requirements  

Assignments 
Essay: Literary analysis of two translations of Sappho. 1500 words. 15% of the final grade 
Adaptation project: Adaptation in various media of a source text 
and an analysis of 1500 words. 

25% of the final grade 
 

Annotated bibliography of three secondary sources. 10% of the final grade 
5 online responses in the Moodle discussion forum. 10% of the final grade 

Due dates will be announced in class and on the Moodle site. Further details about each 
assignment and instruction on essay writing will be given in class.  
 
Attendance and participation                                                                   10% of the final grade 
You need to be in class every day ready to work if you want to learn something and contribute to 
others’ learning, and if you want to be prepared for your writing assignments and exam. 
Attendance, of course, is part of your participation grade, but I will also take into account the 
quality and consistency of your contributions to class and group discussions. More details will be 
given in class. Demonstration of professional and courteous behaviour throughout the course will 
also contribute to this grade. Unprofessional and discourteous behaviour, such as texting, 
walking out of class in the middle of discussions, talking while others are discussing, watching 
non-course-related content on your computer, and not bringing the text to class, will have a 
detrimental effect on your participation and attendance grade.										Continue	to	page	3…																																																						

 

 

 

Alcaeus	and	Sappho	
Attic	vase,	c	470	BCE	
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Requirements (continued) 
 
Final exam             30% of final grade 
The final exam is an opportunity to think about the course readings in new combinations and 
from a broader perspective. Normally, the exam consists of passages selected from ones that we 
have discussed in class and that you are asked to identify, analyze, and compare. Obviously, the 
best preparation for the exam is attending every class, bringing the text with you, keeping up 
with the assigned readings, and taking notes on the class discussions, including marking which 
passages we analyze together in class, along with actively addressing comments made on your 
essays and exercises. 
 

 
 

The	Penelopiad.		Nightwood	Theatre,	Toronto,	2013.	

Moodle 
This course uses Moodle, an online course management site, to supplement the information 
given in class. You will be asked occasionally to use the discussion forum and possibly other 
features on the Moodle site. These features will be demonstrated in class. You will be expected 
to check the course Moodle site at least twice a week, preferably some time before each class, to 
make sure that you are up-to-date on all the latest course assignments and readings. 

 
Class cancellations 
If I have to cancel a class, I will announce that first on the course Moodle site. I will also send an 
email notification. If class is cancelled for whatever reason, including general university closure 
due to weather, always log in to the Moodle site later in the day of the cancellation for further 
instructions on what to do in lieu of an on-campus class. I usually ask you to complete some 
work at home to make up the class time. 
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Policies 

	

Language: Correct use of language is one of 
the criteria included in the evaluation of all 
written assignments. In order to demonstrate 
appropriate professional behaviour, you are 
also expected to make an effort to use 
language correctly in all non-graded written 
materials that you submit, including emails 
to me and discussion posts to the class. 

Plagiarism and cheating: As members of a  
global scholarly community, we are all  
expected to abide by certain standards of  
academic integrity; therefore, university  
regulations on plagiarism and cheating and  
other academic offenses will be strictly  
enforced. These regulations including  
applicable procedures and penalties are  
detailed in the University Calendar, are posted  
on department notice boards, and on the  
msvu.ca webpage. You are held responsible  
for informing yourself about the definition and the 
penalties outlined in the Calendar. In addition, 
I will explain to you in class what constitutes 
plagiarism and cheating, but if you have any  
doubts at all, you are required to consult with  
me before handing in any assignment. 

Students with disabilities: If you have a 
disability and require academic 
accommodations, you must register with 
Accessibility Services 
<msvu.ca/acessibilityservices> as early as 
possible in order to receive accommodations. 

Religious observance: Requests for 
accommodation of specific religious or 
spiritual observance must be presented in 
writing to me within the first two weeks of 
class. 

	

	

Attendance: Learning can certainly occur 
outside the classroom, but it is also prompted 
by what goes on inside the classroom. To 
gain fully from this course as we build 
knowledge and skills, you have to be 
engaged in the process. Everyone’s full 
participation contributes to a vibrant 
experience for all in the class. To make this 
the best experience for all concerned, you are 
expected to attend all classes, which is why 
the University Calendar states: "Regular 
attendance is expected of students at all 
classes....” Of course, things happen that 
might prevent you from coming to class; if 
so, you are expected to conduct yourself in a 
professional manner and to notify me if you 
cannot attend. That way, I can advise you on 
the best way for you to keep up with what is 
going on, and I can better track who is still 
working on the course materials. 

Cell phones, laptops, and other 
technologies: This course requires the 
mindful use of technologies. The basic 
principle we follow is that the technology 
that we use has to help us in our work and 
not distract us. For that reason, all phones 
and other devices must be adjusted so that 
they will not make any noise during class 
time. No recording equipment is allowed in 
class. 

Feedback: I work hard to write detailed 
feedback on essays. If you want to benefit 
from this feedback, however, you obviously 
have to read my comments. If you do not 
pick up an essay at least 24 hours before the 
next one is due, you are in effect telling me 
that you do not care to work with my 
feedback. In that case, I will save some time 
by not writing detailed comments on your 
essay. 

	

																																					Policy	on	deadlines,	page	5	


